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Presentation Notes
Beads of Courage is a provides innovative, arts-in-medicine supportive care programs for children coping with serious illness, their families and the health care providers who care for them.

1st participation question: Where is ICON?

Did you know..
Beads of courage is the service project at International Convention.




ICE BREAKER
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*Energizing  ice breaker here!



Why Beads?
• Significance
• Every-day uses
• Value

• Protective & Healing 
Powers

• Status
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Beads signify strength and courage: Just like medals, ribbons and certificates, many ancient and modern-day cultures use beads to show bravery and accomplishment. They have long been used to protect warriors from natural and supernatural enemies, along with lending special magical protection for heroes during long journeys. 

2nd Participation Question: Can you think of an every-day use for beads?

Beads have every-day uses: They have served many practical purposes throughout history, from weighing down scrolls, saddle blankets and table cloths to serving as calculators (like the abacus) to prayer tools (like the rosary). Today, we see beads in mats, car seats, and curtains. Can you think of any ways that people use beads today? 

Beads carry value: Beads have been traded for everything from gold to beaver pelts, ivory to spices, and even slaves. Societies across the world have made beads from tortoise shells, wood, pottery, sea shells, seed, ivory, stone, egg shells, animal teeth, bone, claw and horn…and glass. Some of the world's most talented glass artists devote their whole careers to making beads. 

In many societies, beads are believed to carry protective and healing powers: Did you know that the Egyptian word sha means "luck" and sha-sha means "bead"? The Magical Eye bead of Turkey is believed to ward off evil. In parts of Asia, beads were scattered like seeds at temples to induce bountiful harvests. 

Beads signify status: In China, during the Qing (pronounced "ching") Dynasty, officials, army officers, their wives and children were required to wear strings of court beads. The Emperor himself had to wear special beads. For the Asante people of West Africa, kings and other great people get the privilege of wearing Bodom beads. In our own society beads of pearl, gold and precious stones can be symbols of wealth and prestige. 

Given the length of time people have been fascinated with beads (over 43,000 years!), as well as their usefulness for counting, adorning and symbolizing importance, they're just right for recognizing and recording your courage as you travel this journey.



Guidelines for Glass Beads
• Do not use reduction glass, frits, powders or enamels 

that leave a metallic surface on the beads.
• Any size or shape is acceptable.
• Preferred hole size is 3/32" and larger (1/16" holes are 

accepted).
• The inside of the bead should be free of bead release.
• No sharp corners, sharp edges on the bead holes, 

cracks or protrusions that would easily break off, 
including hearts with long, delicate tails.

• Beads must be fully kiln annealed.
• Please remember that these beads are worn and 

handled by children and should be sturdy enough to 
stand up to wear and tear.
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Handmade glass beads are used as Act of Courage beads. Children choose from this selection to acknowledge special milestones, a particularly rough time or for instances not on the regular bead guide.



Guidelines for Polymer Clay Beads
• Any size or shape is acceptable.
• We like bright colors!
• Preferred hole size is 3/32
• No sharp corners or edges or, cracks or protrusions 

that would easily break off.
• Please remember that these beads are worn and 

handled by children and should be sturdy enough 
to stand up to wear and tear.

• Print and fill out bead donation form and send with 
your beads. Please do not send or directly deliver 
your beads to member hospitals. All beads must be 
inspected, logged and packaged at Beads of 
Courage headquarters.
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Used for: 
+Creative Courage Journal Program
+Beads of Courage Sibling Program
+Arts-in-Medicine Workshops

http://www.beadsofcourage.org/documents/11beaddonorform01.pdf�


TUTORIALS
• Applying glass butterfly
Murrini

• Copper Leaf Enamel  
Butterfly Bead

• Butterfly decal bead

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These three tutorials will be included on your resource CD.  Check them out!



Beads of 
Courage on 
CBS Sunday
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**Watch video here: http://beadsofcourage.org/blog/?p=301



What do the COLORS mean?
• White = chemo therapy

• Blue = clinic visit
• Yellow = away from comforts of home

• Red = life is dependent on blood transfusion
• Brown = Hair loss

MEMORY CHALLENGE



ANOTHER Challenge
How many beads will 

your club pledge to 
donate at the

2011 Key Club 
International 

Convention service 
project ?



Questions, Comments, 
Concerns?

Check out: http://www.beadsofcourage.org/
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